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Display conditions: 

Either 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 

Or 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Aperture 121 The Body in Question is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

This restriction is required due to the collective impact of the book’s focus on sexual 
matters. The book contains a mixture of photographs and text which are linked by a 
focus on ‘the body’. These include photographs of sex workers, some of which have a 
grim and desperate quality. Some photographs include depictions of sexual activity 
(fellatio), albeit somewhat disguised. The book also includes a short story about 
sexual abuse of a child and photographs of distressed women who have been 
assaulted by men. The combination of these elements presents a complex picture of 
sexuality which is at points celebratory but at other points grim or disturbing. 

The Classification Office has taken into account the artistic, social, cultural and 
educational value of the book. However, it considers that the content of this book is 
unsuitable for children and young persons, as it requires adult maturity to place the 
challenging depictions of sexuality in context. 
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